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A Personal Note 
 

Thank you for taking the time to study God’s Word through this resource. 
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Introduction 
 

This paper is about learning to trust God’s faithfulness during seasons of waiting. 

Often, we ask God to change our circumstances, but He is faithfully using those seasons 

to transform our hearts, strengthen our faith, and draw us closer to Jesus Christ. This 

paper was born out of one of the longest lessons God has been teaching me—learning to 

trust Him while I wait. 

Throughout my life, I have waited for healing, restoration, answered 

prayers, and a clearer understanding of His plans. 

At times, the waiting felt overwhelming, and I wondered why God seemed silent when 

I longed for Him to move. 

Looking back now, I realize my waiting was never wasted. While I was asking God to 

change my circumstances, He was patiently changing me. He taught me to depend on 

His character instead of my feelings, to trust His promises instead of my own 

understanding, and to discover that His presence is often His greatest gift. 

There are seasons in every believer’s life when waiting becomes one of the greatest tests 

of faith. We wait for healing, restored relationships, lighter grief, open doors, and 

answered prayers. As days become months become years, it is easy to become 

discouraged and wonder if God is still working. 

Scripture is filled with people who understood the pain of waiting. Abraham waited for 

God’s promised son. Joseph waited through betrayal, slavery, and imprisonment. David 

waited years between being anointed king and sitting on Israel’s throne. Yet in each 

story, waiting did not mean God was absent. It became the place where He 

accomplished His deepest work. 

The same is true today. God often does His greatest work in us while we are waiting for 

Him to work around us. Waiting is rarely easy, but when it is placed in God’s hands, it 

is never meaningless. 

 

 

 

 



Learning to Trust God in the Waiting 

 

Waiting has been one of the greatest themes of my life. Looking back, I realize that 

much of my journey has been marked by waiting—for healing, restoration, direction, 

changed relationships, lighter grief, and answers to prayers I carried for many years. 

There were times when I watched others move forward while I felt stuck in the same 

place. If I am honest, there were moments when I wondered if God had forgotten me. 

Before I came to know Jesus Christ as my Savior, I had no foundation for understanding 

God’s purposes. The wounds of my childhood, along with experiences of abuse, 

rejection, and disappointment, left me searching for acceptance and significance in 

places that could never satisfy my heart. 

When I surrendered my life to Jesus Christ at the age of thirty-three, I expected many 

struggles to disappear quickly. Instead, God invited me into a lifelong journey of 

trusting Him. Some prayers were answered immediately, while others required years of 

waiting. During those years, I often asked God to change my circumstances, but He was 

quietly changing me. 

Through His Word, prayer, and the work of the Holy Spirit, He began 

healing the wounds that had shaped my life. He taught me that my identity 

is found in Christ, my worth comes from being His child, and His love 

does not depend on my performance or the approval of others. 

Today, I still experience waiting seasons, but I no longer see waiting as wasted time. I 

have learned that God is present even when He seems silent, and He is working even 

when I cannot see what He is doing. Every delay has become an opportunity to trust 

Him more deeply, surrender my plans more fully, and rest in the truth that His timing 

is always perfect. 

God has used every season to strengthen my faith, deepen my dependence on His 

grace, and draw me closer to Jesus. Looking back, I can honestly say that the greatest 

gift was not simply receiving the answers I desired but knowing Him more deeply 

through the waiting. 

His faithfulness has become the anchor of my life, and it is that same faithfulness I long 

for others to experience. 

 

 



 

What God’s Word Teaches About Waiting 
Throughout Scripture, waiting has always been part of God’s work in the 

lives of His people. Waiting is not God’s way of ignoring us or withholding 

His love. 

 More often, it is one of His greatest tools for strengthening our faith, shaping our 

character, and teaching us to depend completely on Him. 

Abraham waited many years before God fulfilled His promise of a son. Joseph waited 

through betrayal, slavery, and imprisonment before seeing God’s purpose unfold. 

David waited years between being anointed king and sitting on Israel’s throne. Hannah 

waited for the child she longed for, and even the disciples waited for the Holy Spirit 

before beginning the ministry Christ had prepared for them. In each story, God was 

faithfully working long before His people could see it. 

One of the greatest truths I have learned is that God’s silence never means 

His absence. There are seasons when He appears quiet, yet He is 

accomplishing His deepest work beneath the surface. While we are asking 

Him to change our circumstances, He is often transforming our hearts. He 

teaches perseverance through trials, humility through dependence, 

patience through delay, and deeper trust through uncertainty. 

Waiting also reveals where our hope truly rests. If our hope is only in receiving the 

answer we desire, discouragement can overtake us. But when our hope is anchored in 

God’s unchanging character, we discover peace that does not depend on our 

circumstances.  

His love remains constant, His promises remain true, and His timing remains perfect. 

The greatest blessing of waiting is not simply that God eventually answers our prayers. 

The greatest blessing is that we come to know Him more intimately. God never wastes a 

season of waiting. 

Every prayer, tear, disappointment, and moment of trust becomes part of His work of 

making us more like Jesus Christ. When we place our lives in His hands, we can rest in 

the assurance that His plans are good, His purposes are perfect, and His faithfulness 

endures forever. 
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Living This Truth 
 

Learning to trust God while we wait is not something we accomplish in a single day.  

It is a choice we make every morning as we surrender our plans, our fears, and our 

unanswered questions to Him. Some days that choice comes easily. Other days it 

requires us to cling to His promises when our emotions tell us to give up. Yet it is in 

those moments of surrender that our faith grows stronger. 

I have learned that waiting does not have to be wasted time. Instead of allowing 

discouragement to consume us, we can use these seasons to draw closer to the Lord. 

Time spent in His Word, honest conversations through prayer, and quiet moments of 

worship remind us that our greatest need is not simply an answer to prayer but a 

deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

As we seek Him first, He changes our perspective even before He changes our 

circumstances. 

Living this truth also means choosing gratitude over bitterness and hope over despair. It 

means remembering God's past faithfulness when the future feels uncertain. I often find 

myself looking back over my own journey and seeing countless ways God carried me 

through situations that once seemed impossible. Remembering His faithfulness gives 

me confidence that He will continue to be faithful in whatever lies ahead. 

you are in a season of waiting today, I encourage you not to measure God's love by how 

quickly your circumstances change. Measure it by the cross of Jesus Christ, where He 

demonstrated His unfailing love finally. Trust that He sees every tear, hears every 

prayer, and understands every burden you carry.  

Continue seeking Him, continue obeying His Word, and continue believing that His 

timing is always perfect. 

Although you may not understand what God is doing today, one day you may look 

back and discover that the season you once wanted to escape became one of the greatest 

seasons of spiritual growth in your life. The waiting was never meant to destroy your 

faith. In God's hands, it becomes the very place where your faith is strengthened, your 

character is refined, and your hope is anchored more firmly in Him.  

As you continue walking with Christ one step at a time, you will discover that the God 

who has faithfully carried you this far will never stop walking beside you. 

 



 

How This Truth Has Shaped My Ministry Calling 
 

One of the greatest ways God has prepared me for ministry has been 

through seasons of waiting. 
Looking back over my life, I can see that the waiting was never simply about delayed 

answers to prayer. It was God's classroom, where He patiently taught me to trust His 

heart even when I could not understand His timing.  

Through every season of uncertainty, He was shaping my character, deepening my 

faith, and preparing me to walk alongside others who would one day face similar 

struggles. 

Because I have experienced the pain of waiting, I understand what it feels like to 

wonder if God has forgotten you. I know what it is like to pray for healing, restoration, 

direction, and answers while the days stretch into months and the months into years. 

Those experiences have given me a compassion that could never have been learned 

from a classroom alone. They have taught me to listen with grace, encourage with 

Scripture, and remind others that God's faithfulness is not measured by how quickly He 

answers our prayers but by the certainty that He never abandons His children. 

Today, God has called me to minister to broken, hurting, and spiritually weary people 

by pointing them to the hope found in Jesus Christ. Through writing, teaching, 

discipleship, and sharing my testimony, my desire is to encourage others to trust God 

through life's waiting seasons. 

I want them to discover what God has patiently taught me—that waiting is never 

wasted when it is surrendered to Him. While we are waiting for God to move around 

us, He is often doing His greatest work within us. 

My prayer is that every person who reads this paper will leave with a renewed 

confidence in God's faithfulness. I want them to know that their waiting has purpose, 

their tears have value, and their lives are held securely in the hands of a loving 

Heavenly Father. If my journey helps even one person continue trusting Christ instead 

of giving up, then every season of waiting will have become another testimony of God's 

grace.  

My greatest desire is that this ministry always points people beyond my story to the 

One who has been faithful through every chapter of it—Jesus Christ. 

 



 
 

Closing Scripture 
“The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is his 

faithfulness: his mercies begin afresh each morning. I say to myself, “The LORD is my 

inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!”  

Lamentations 3:22–24 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Heavenly Father, 

 

Thank You for Your unfailing faithfulness throughout every season of my life. Thank 

You for never leaving me, even when the waiting felt long and I struggled to 

understand Your timing. Looking back, I can see that You were always working, even 

when I could not see Your hand. 

Thank You for using every season of waiting to strengthen my faith, deepen my trust, 

and draw me into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ. Thank You for reminding me 

that Your plans are always greater than my own and that Your timing is always perfect. 

Even when my prayers were not answered in the way I expected, You were 

accomplishing something far greater within my heart. 

I am grateful that You have redeemed my journey and allowed every trial, every 

disappointment, and every unanswered question to become part of the testimony You 

have given me to share with others. Continue to use my life and this ministry to 

encourage those who are weary, strengthen those who are struggling, and point every 

heart to the hope that is found in Jesus Christ alone. 

May everything, I write and every opportunity You give me to serve bring glory and 

honor to Your name. 

In Jesus' name, 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer for the Reader 
 

Heavenly Father, 

 

I pray for everyone to read this paper today. You know the burdens they carry, the 

prayers they have prayed, and the waiting they have endured. You know the questions 

they cannot answer and the discouragement they may be feeling. Thank You that 

nothing about their lives is hidden from You. 

When they grow weary, renew their strength. When they become discouraged, remind 

them of Your promises. When they cannot understand Your timing, help them trust 

Your perfect wisdom. Give them the courage to continue walking by faith, knowing that 

You are always working for their good and for Your glory. 

Help them discover that the greatest blessing is not simply receiving the answers they 

long for but knowing You more deeply through every season of life. May Your peace 

guard their hearts, Your Word strengthen their faith, and Your Holy Spirit remind them 

daily that they are never alone. 

Teach them to rest in Your presence, trust in Your faithfulness, and confidently place 

their future into Your loving hands. May they leave this paper with renewed hope, 

knowing that the God who has carried them this far will remain faithful until the day 

they stand in His presence. 

In the precious name of Jesus Christ,  

 

Amen. 

 

 

Prayerfully prepared by 

Christie Johnson 
Christie Johnson 

Servant of God 

“Pointing people to the hope, healing, and  transformation found in Jesus Christ.” 

 


