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“Remain in Me, and I will remain in you.
For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is
severed from the vine, and you cannot be

fruitful unless you remain in Me.”

—— John 15:4 (NLT) ——
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It is part of the Spiritual Formation Series, a collection of biblically grounded resources
designed to encourage spiritual growth, strengthen discipleship, equip Christian leaders, and help
believers faithfully live out God’s Word.
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purposes, provided the content remains unaltered and is not sold, redistributed for profit, or
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Scripture Notice

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation (NLT).

Unless otherwise indicated, emphasis within Scripture quotations has been added by the author
for teaching purposes.

Ministry Disclaimer

This resource is intended to provide biblical encouragement, spiritual guidance, discipleship, and
leadership development rooted in the truth of God’s Word.

It is not intended to replace the care of a local church, pastoral counsel, professional counseling,
legal advice, medical treatment, or mental health services. If you are facing circumstances that
require professional assistance, please seek help from qualified professionals while continuing to
trust the Lord for His wisdom, comfort, healing, and strength.

A Personal Note

Thank you for taking the time to study God’s Word through this resource.

My prayer is that every page points you to Jesus Christ rather than to me. Any wisdom found in
these pages comes from God’s Word and from His faithful work in my own life. My desire is
simply to faithfully teach His Word, encourage your walk with Him, and help you continue
growing into the disciple He has created you to be.

Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, I pray this study strengthens your faith, deepens your
understanding of God’s truth, and encourages you to live as a faithful follower of Jesus Christ.

“Pointing people to the hope, healing, and transformation found in Jesus Christ.”
Contact

If this resource has encouraged you and you would like additional Bible studies, discipleship
resources, leadership materials, or prayer, I would be honored to hear from you.

Email: servantofeodchristie@yahoo.com
Website: www.servantofeodchristie.com
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Inner Transformation Before Public Ministry

One of the most important lessons God has taught me is that He always works on the
inner person before expanding the outward ministry.

When God calls someone into ministry, our natural tendency is to focus on what we
will do for Him. We think about teaching, leading, writing, speaking, serving, or
reaching others. Yet throughout Scripture, God repeatedly shows that before He uses a
person publicly, He first works deeply within them privately.

God is not looking for talented people as much as He is looking for surrendered
people.

Before Moses led Israel out of Egypt, God spent years preparing him in the wilderness
(Exodus 3:1-10). Before David became king, God spent years shaping his character
while he cared for sheep and fled from Saul (1 Samuel 16-24). Before the Apostle Paul
began his missionary journeys, God took him into a season of preparation and growth
(Galatians 1:15-18). Even Jesus spent years in preparation before beginning His public
ministry (Luke 3:23).

God's pattern has not changed.
He works on the heart before He works through the hands.

For much of my life, I thought ministry was primarily about helping others. While that
is certainly part of God's calling, I have come to realize that God first wanted to
transform me. Long before He opened doors for ministry, He was teaching me lessons
about surrender, obedience, trust, forgiveness, humility, and dependence upon Him.
One of the foundational Scriptures that shaped my understanding of spiritual formation
is:

"Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world but let God transform you into a new person
by changing the way you think.”
Romans 12:2

Notice that God begins with transformation before service. He changes the mind,
renews the heart, and reshapes the inner person before the outward work becomes
effective.

This truth became even clearer through my studies in spiritual formation. I learned that
God's primary goal is not simply to make us productive servants but to make us
Christlike disciples. Ministry is not about performing for God; it is about becoming like
Jesus.



The Apostle Paul described this process when he wrote,

"My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you.”
"Christ is formed in you”
Galatians 4:19 (captures the heart of spiritual formation)

God is continually shaping His people into the image of His Son.

Before God entrusts us with greater influence, He often teaches us faithfulness in
hidden places. Before He calls us to lead others, He teaches us how to follow Him.
Before He gives us a public platform, He develops private character.

I have experienced this reality personally.

Many of the most significant lessons God has taught me did not come through ministry
success but through seasons of pain, loss, disappointment, waiting, and surrender.
During those seasons, He exposed areas of my life that still needed healing. He revealed
tfears I needed to release, wounds I needed to forgive, and attitudes that needed to
become more like Christ.

At the time, I often wanted God to change my circumstances. Instead, He was
changing me.

"When troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For
you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it
grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete,
needing nothing.”

James 1:2-4

Looking back, I can now see that some of God's greatest work happened during seasons
when it felt like nothing was happening at all.

> While I was waiting for direction, He was developing trust.

While I was struggling through hardship, He was building endurance.

While I was asking Him to remove obstacles, He was teaching me dependence.
While I was seeking opportunities to serve, He was teaching me what it truly
meant to be His servant.
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One of the dangers of public ministry is that it can become focused on activity rather
than intimacy with God. It is possible to do many things for God while neglecting time
with God. The Lord continually reminds me that effectiveness in ministry will never
replace a close relationship with Him. Everything meaningful that flows from ministry
must first flow from communion with Christ.



This understanding has shaped the way I view my calling today. My goal is not simply
to teach people biblical information. My goal is to help people experience the
transforming work of God in their own lives.

True transformation happens when God's truth moves beyond knowledge and
begins changing our hearts, our relationships, our decisions, and our daily walk with
Him.

That is why spiritual formation remains at the center of my ministry. Before we can
effectively lead others, we must allow God to lead us. Before we can help others grow,
we must continue growing ourselves. Before we can point others toward Christ, we
must continually abide in Him.

> God is still working on me.
> He is still teaching me.
> He is still transforming me.

And I am grateful that He cares more about my character than my accomplishments.

The ministry God has called me to today is not the result of my own strength,
education, or abilities. It is the result of years of God's patient work within me. Every
lesson, every trial, every season of waiting, and every step of obedience has been part of
His preparation.

As I continue serving Him, I never want to forget this truth:

The greatest ministry God will ever build is the one He builds within our hearts.

Closing Scripture

"And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue His work until
it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”
Philippians 1:6




A Prayer of Thanksgiving to God
Heavenly Father,

Thank You for loving me enough to prepare my heart before You prepared my
ministry. Thank You for every season of waiting, every difficult lesson, every trial, and
every quiet moment when You were shaping me into the person You created me to be.
Looking back, I can see that Your greatest work was not only what You were doing
through me, but what You were doing within me. Thank You for teaching me that
intimacy with You is more important than recognition, and that faithfulness in the
hidden places matters just as much as faithfulness in public ministry. Thank You for
patiently molding my character, strengthening my faith, and drawing me into a deeper
relationship with You.

I am grateful that You measure my life not by accomplishments, but by my surrender to
Your will. Thank You for reminding me that apart from Jesus I can do nothing and that
every opportunity to serve is a gift of Your grace. Continue shaping within me a heart
that seeks You above all else. May my life and ministry flow from a close relationship
with You and may everything I do bring honor and glory to Your name.

Thank You for Your unfailing patience, Your perfect wisdom, and Your faithful love. I
give You all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory. In the precious name of Jesus,

Amen.
A Prayer for You
Heavenly Father,

Thank You for caring about who we are becoming, not just what we are doing. Thank
You for Your patience as You shape us into the image of Jesus Christ. Help us to
embrace the work You are doing within us, even during seasons when we cannot
understand Your purpose. Teach us to value intimacy with You more than recognition
from others. Develop within us hearts that are surrendered, obedient, humble, and
faithful. Continue transforming us so that our lives reflect the character of Christ in
every area.

Prepare us for whatever You have called us to do by first accomplishing Your work
within us. May our ministry always flow from a genuine relationship with You.

In the precious name of Jesus, Amen.



A Final Encouragement

As you continue your walk with Jesus Christ, remember that God is always more
concerned with who you are becoming than with what you are accomplishing. Never
become discouraged if your journey feels slow or if you find yourself in a season of
waiting. Those are often the very places where God is doing His deepest work.

Allow Him to shape your heart before He expands your ministry. Trust His timing,
remain faithful in the small things, and continue abiding in Christ each day. As you
surrender to His transforming work, He will prepare you for every opportunity He has
planned for your life. The greatest ministry you will ever have is a life that faithfully
reflects Jesus Christ.

A Scripture to Carry With You

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be
the glory both now and forever! Amen.”
2 Peter 3:18

Prayerfully prepared by

Chnistie Yohnoon
Christie Johnson

Servant of God

“Pointing people to the hope, healing, and transformation found in Jesus Christ.”




